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Normal Route. S.E. Face of Nelion.

Pk v BARRE

Grade IV- with 700m of climbing. Time required - 6 hours. Season; January - March.

S, Bivey for 3
~, Blocks

Dsrwin Giacier

A /"% Moackinders
A Gendarme
¢
10 L '
’
’
e+’
B
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One O'clock Gully D
10
9
5
E
Bo
Mackinder's
Chimncy
v
W

M, Sevege

Mackinder's Gendarme

From Austrian Hut follow the path down towards
the curling pond, and on across the Lewis Glacier.
Boulder scree to the start of the route some 50m
left of an obvious couloir, often ice filled.

[1]. 20m, climb wall to obvious large ledges. L,
20m, into gully, (possible snow), and up it for 30m.
Mounting traverse R on large ledges for 60m.
Awkward move down and around into easy
gully leading to ledges at bottomn of Mackinder's
Chimney. Either climb the chimney directly, IV-
, or descend 3m, then R, 6m to platform. Climb
R side wall with cracks to start of 1 o’clock gully,
I1+. [5). Climb gully, moving R near top, 70m.
Straight up 30m, then, traversing R, 60m on easy
ground to cracks leading directly to Baillie's bivvy,
25m. The ridge is 3m above. [10]. Cross over the
ridge and down obvious line of small ledges
leading L onto the South Face, 15m. On either
snow or scree, move straight up easy ground to
base of wall, 40m. L 10m to foot of De Graff’s
variation. (crux). [12] Climb the square cut
comer to a ledge at 40m, TV-, with 6 pegs in place.
40m up and R to a notch in the ridge some 15m
below a steep red wall.[14] Cross the ridge and
descend 4m then R, 30m, to opposite side of
amphitheater. [15]. Follow gully with several
steepenings, to top. (Beware loose scree). [19].
At top, R to easy ground leading to Howell Hut
and summit Nelion.

To reach Batian, scramble down and along the
ridge for about 50m. A 40m abseil brings one to
the bottom of the Gate of the Mists. Leave abseil
rope here to aid return. Traverse R below the
gendarme then up L to rejoin the ridge, 45m. Cross
over the fidge and continue traverse on easy ledges
to a wall and ice filled chimney, 60m. Climb wall
on R, 20m 111, to easy ground leading to summit
Batian.

in reverse, follow the same route as for the ascent
except as follows. 1. At the Gate of the Mists, use
abseil rope for protection / aid to climb L side snow
or ice slope then R to gain the ridge. (This pitch
is often the hardest part of the whole climb. Ice
axe /crampons useful). 2. From Nelion, follow
the ascent gully down until an exit R can be made
to a well taped abseil point leading to base of the
red wall mentioned on the ascent. 3. From base
of 1 o’clock gully, 2 x 45m abseils brings one
directly to the start of the climb.
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[North Face Standard Route on Batian| /tpv= 1% 4cAf

Grade IV+ with 1,100m. of climbing. Time required - 10 hours
Season: July - September

Batian
5.199m

From Kami Hut, take the path towards Pt. Lenana.

On passing the base of the North Ridge, 1/2km.

ascend steep scree to a point almost level with the -
snout of the Krapf Gl. A “cross-on-circle,” and a

memorial plaque marks the start of the route 15m

left of a wet overhanging chimney.

[1]. Up 10m, IV-, then R, 10m into the gully. Up

25m to belay on L. Ignoring the gully on L.

scramble straight up to narrows at 90m. (Climb this Abscil
mainly on the R). Up R facing corner, 25m IIl+. [5]. Distance
Up broad slab on L, to a wall, 40m, then R along

Shipton's
Noich

iy, o

base of it for 3m, up 5m to large ledges. Move L, Vi e 18
30m, into gully. [7]. Up gully for 5m, then R, 8, 16 140° 15
across wall before climbing through slight overhang :: .;30' '}:
with peg in place, 15m, to obvious belay. The gully & w7
continues easily for 40m, joining the amphitheater ; ;;9‘ 5

at about 1/3 height. Move up R side of the ) 4o' ;n“om

amphitheater, 150m, to where a high traverse L
across scree and then slabs, brings one onto the ridge
20m below the foot of the Firmin Tower. (many good
bivvys in the amphitheater and one for 4 persons at
base of F.T.) [15]. Climb obvious crack in tower till
a move L onto wall can be made, at 20m, (possible
belay), move into R crack, at top step back L to rejoin
original crack, continue to the top, 45m IV+. Easy 4
rocks for 20m, then 40m, IV, to top of tower.
Descend to col then along ridge 60m, to a steep wall.
Bivvys on ridge. [19]. Step R, 3m, then climb wall
direct, (probable ice filled cracks), 30m, I'V-. Move
L, across ridge line, then up and across easy.slab
into a wide grove, 25m. Climb grove to top, 30m
IV-. Continue easily up L side of ridge until
reaching several good bivvy sites. Traverse L, 150m,
on easy ground to a point level with the base of
Shiptons Notch. [25]. Cross into the notch IY and
cross on the west side (poor rock), then up 10m, ITT+.
Follow ridge, mainly on the R, (very exposed as the
West Face is below), for 4 pitches to the summit,
IV- (in places).

Descent is by the same route as that for the ascent:
exception is; 3 x 40m abseils from the top of the F.T.
into amphitheater where easy traverse rejoins with
the route up. Take care exiting the amphitheater in
the correct place. Most sections above the F.T. are
best down climbed. Below the amphitheater -
abseiled. ‘
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